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Very valuable discussion of science; science, technology, & society (STS) I consider this short book

by Professor Bauer a must read for any person, scientist or non-scientist, who wants a concise but

thorough discussion of the way science works, and of the myth, really ideal, of the scientific method,

and most importantly, of what the author calls STS: science, technology, and society. I found the

book remarkable because Professor Bauer is a practicing scientist, yet he delineates a philosophy

of science from a very objective, dispassionate point of view. While he rightly praises science much

in the last chapter, most of the rest of the book focuses not only on the limitations of science and

scientific knowledge, but which sciences really are and are not scientific as he defines it. Clearly the

fact that Professor Bauer has been the dean of arts and sciences at Virginia Tech has given him a

balance between science and the arts, and has allowed him to see science both as an insider and

an outsider. Thus the main thrust of the book is to show that what is most vital for the layperson is

not to attempt to become "scientifically literate," which the author claims would be a very

time-consuming task, even for a college student, but rather to see that science is a human activity

whose theories and models are limited not only because scientists are human, but because almost

without exception scientific "truths" are at some point superseded by better "truths," a process which



repeats itself ad infinitum. It is therefore far better for the layperson to try to understand science's

relationship to technology and society.
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